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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely tiled 
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1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 May 2004 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
SPECIFICATION 
Informalities 

The specification is replete with terms which are not clear, concise and exact. 
The specification should be revised carefully. Examples of some unclear, inexact or 
verbose terms used in the specification are: page 1 , line 13 the words "it exists with the 
one did it as the attachment". 

In lines 17-18, "and the so on." 

Last two lines, "...they had a disadvantage that the user-friendliness is bad with 
points is various". 

On page 4, line 12, "PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVE". 

A substitute specification in proper idiomatic English and in compliance with 37 
CFR 1 .52(a) and (b) is required. The substitute specification filed must be accompanied 
by a statement that it contains no new matter. 

CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claim 1 is the independent claim under consideration in this Office Action. 
Claims 2 and 3 are the dependent claims under consideration in this Office 

Action. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Referring to the claims, these are replete with unclear language and terms, which 
lack a proper antecedent basis. Examples of which are as follows: 

Claim 1 , line 2, there is no proper antecedent for the words "the part extended". 

Line 1 , the words "mounted through a operation of set screw to a sewing 
machine" seem to have missing text or are grammatically incorrect. 

Line 1 1 , there is no proper antecedent for the words " the pin". 

In claim 2, "2nd and 1st" should be replaced by "second" and "first", respectively. 
Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 
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Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rakacs (3,374,753) in view of Hess (3,046,918). 

Rakacs discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Rakacs teaches a 
sewing machine including a circular sewing attachment mounted to the sewing machine 
and comprising a support section 22, an extended section 25, and a pin section 33. 
The support section is mounted in the "front" side of the needle towards the upright 
portion of the sewing machine. The extended part 25 is extended in front of the needle 
towards the needle plate side and beyond the needle plate 15 towards the free end of 
the sewing arm 12. The extended portion including an overlapping portion, which 
overlaps the support section and the needle plate and includes a scale 70 for adjusting 
the position of the extended portion and thus the radius of the circular sewing. The 
support section includes a finger engageable locking means 63 for locking the extended 
potion to a desired extension. The extended portion is bent and includes a pin portion 
33 for pricking the material being circularly sewn. The material is held by the pin and is 
moved past the needle in a rotating motion for forming the circular sewing. However, 
Rakacs does not suggest the scale portion as including a slot and adjustment screw for 
affixing the extended portion at the desired location along the support portion. 

Hess teaches a sewing machine including a circular sewing attachment mounted 
to the sewing machine and comprising a support section 11 , an extended section 25, 
and a pin section 28. The support section is mounted in the presser foot and the 
extended part 25 is extended away from the needle path for adjusting the position of the 
extended portion and thus the radius of the circular sewing. The support section 
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includes an adjustment screw 19 for locking the extended potion to a desired extension. 
The extended portion includes a slot 26 for extending and adjusting the position thereof 
along the support. The adjusting screw locks the extending portion in the desired 
position along the slot. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of Applicant's invention to construct the extended portion of Rakacs as 
including a slot and adjusting screw for affixing the position of the extending portion. 
Providing such an arrangement would allow the more positive locking of the extending 
portion due to the greater surface area available for gripping between the screw and 
slot. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rakacs 
(3,374,753) in view of Rodriguez (5,979,346). 

Rakacs discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Rakacs teaches a 
sewing machine capable of circular sewing and including a circular sewing attachment 
mounted to the sewing machine and comprising a support section 22, an extended 
section 25, and a pin section 33. However, Rakacs does not suggest the sewing 
machine as being the overlook sewing machine type. 

Rodriguez teaches a sewing machine capable of circular sewing and including a 
circular sewing attachment comprised by a presser foot 44 with a deformable sleeve 46. 
Rodriguez teaches the sewing machine being of the overlook sewing machine type. See 
column 4, lines 32-38. 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of Applicant's invention to construct the sewing machine of Rakacs as 
including an overedge type sewing machine. Providing such a sewing machine would 
allow the circularly sewn product to have an appealing edge stitching including not 
frayed or extending threads from the stitching. 

PERTINENT CITATIONS 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Szczepanski et al. Illustrate a circular sewing machine 
attachment with a pin and calibrations. Terry illustrates a circular sewing attachment 
including a scale and sliding adjustments. Von Halle illustrates a movable circular 
sewing attachment. Kiesewetter et al. Illustrate a guide for circular sewing. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571 ) 272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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